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Setting the standard for quality service





211 North 3rd St. ~ Monroe, LA  71201

There was a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of G. B. Cooley Hospital Service District held on Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 4:30PM in the Training Room of the G. B. Cooley Administration Building located at 211 N. 3rd Street, Monroe, LA.

Call to Order:  
Dan Sartor, Co-Chairperson, called the meeting to order, there being a quorum present.

TaRonda Goodin arrived later.
Roll Call:  
Board Members Present:  Taronda Goodin, Dan Sartor, Jackie S. Slack, 
Cindy Johns,
Kenneth Wilson, and Josie Roberts
Board Members Absent:
Lynn Wilson


Others Present:  Ben Pitts, Jimmy Sanderlin, Connie Page, Carmen Howard, Cedric Hemphill, representative of Monroe Dispatch, and Christian Creed by phone.
Prayer:  The invocation was offered by Kenneth Wilson.

Public Comments:  There were none. 
Minutes:  The minutes for December 10, 2020 Board meeting were presented. The minutes were previously forwarded to Commissioners. A motion was offered by Kenneth Wilson, seconded by Cindy Johns, and unanimously carried by the Commissioners present to waive the reading of the 12-10-20 minutes.  A motion was offered by Josie Roberts, seconded by Cindy Johns, and unanimously carried by the Commissioners present to accept the 12-10-20 minutes as presented.  Jackie Slack requested that more information be added to the Commissioners’ Statement/Discussion section along with Commissioner’s name.
Architect Reports:  Cedrick Hemphill presented a progress report on the construction of the two new group homes. Sheetrock and ceiling is almost completed at the Prairie Rd. house.  Painting will start soon. Outside siding should be up with 7 days. Shingles are now on the roof. Prairie Rd. is about 70% completed.  Clay St. is about 50% completed. Plumbing is roughed in and sheetrock work will be started soon. It will be climate controlled after doors are hung and then painting and floor tile can begin. Crew is very cooperative with any re-does that are requested. Quality of work is better 
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than average. They are meeting timelines. The only change orders up to now were for dirt work. Lulu’s Landscaping will be contracted for both houses. 
New Business:

a) Ben Pitts presented a proposal for a retirement plan for GBC employees and the need for a retirement plan committee. Dan Sartor, Kenneth Wilson and TaRonda Goodin will be serving on the committee. A date will be set for a virtual meeting for different proposals to be considered.
b) Mr. Pitts presented the resolution providing for canvassing the returns and declaring the result of the election held in the G. B. Cooley Hospital Service District of Ouachita Parish, Louisiana on Saturday, December 5, 2020, to authorize the levy of a special tax therein. Jackie Slack offered a motion to adopt the resolution, seconded by Kenneth Wilson, and unanimously carried by the Commissioners present to adopt the resolution. 
The following resolution was offered by Jackie Slack and seconded by Kenneth Wilson.





        RESOLUTION

A resolution providing for canvassing the returns and declaring the results of the special election held in the G. B. Cooley Hospital Service District of Ouachita Parish, Louisiana, on Saturday, December 5, 2020, to authorize the renewal of a special tax therein.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the G. B. Cooley Hospital Service 

District of Ouachita Parish, Louisiana (the “Governing Authority”), acting as the governing authority of the G. B. Cooley Hospital Service District of Ouachita Parish, Louisiana, that:


SECTION 1. Canvass.  This Governing Authority does now proceed in open and public session to examine the official tabulations of votes cast at the special election held in the G. B. Cooley Hospital Service District of Ouachita Parish, Louisiana, on SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 

2020 (the Election”), to authorize the renewal of a special tax therein pursuant to the following proposition (the “Proposition”):






PROPOSITION





     (MILLAGE RENEWAL)


Shall the G. B. Cooley Hospital Service District of Ouachita Parish, Louisiana, a Parishwide


Hospital Service District (the ”District”), continue to levy a special tax for one and forty-five

Hundredths (1.45) mills (the “Tax”), on all the property subject to taxation in said Hospital 

Service District (an estimated $1,647,000 reasonably expected at this time to be collected

from the levy of the Tax for an entire year), for a period of ten (10) years, beginning with 

the year 2021 and ending with the year 2030, for the purpose of constructing, maintaining, 

and operating hospital facilities for this district?

This Governing Authority does further proceed to examine and convass the returns of the Election thereof.


SECTION2.  Election Results. According to the official certified tabulation of votes cast at said Election, there was a total of 11,298 votes cast IN FAVOR OF the Proposition and a total of 3,334 votes cast AGAINST the Proposition, resulting in a majority of 7,964 votes cast IN FAVOR OF the Proposition.  The Proposition was therefore dully CARRIED by a majority of the votes cast by the qualified electors voting at the Election.  
SECTION 3.  Promulgation of Election Results.  The results of said election shall be
promulgated by publication in the manner provided by law, after receipt from the Secretary
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of State’s office of the actual costs of the election, as required by Act 205 of the Regular Session of the Legislature of Louisiana for the year 2019.

SECTION 4.  Declaration.  The foregoing results of the Election are hereby declared by this Governing Authority and shall be published as required by law.


SECTION 5.  Proces Verbal.  A Proces Verbal of the canvass of the returns of the
Election shall be made and a certified copy thereof shall be forwarded to the Secretary of State, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, who shall record the same in his office; another certified copy thereof shall be forwarded to the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Recorder of Mortgages in and for the Parish of Ouachita, who shall record the same in the Mortgage Records of said Parish; and another copy thereof shall be retained in the archives of this Governing Authority.

This resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:

YEAS:  TaRonda Goodin, Dan Sartor, Jackie Slack, Kenneth Wilson, Josie Roberts, Cindy Johns
NAYS:

-0-

ABSENT:
Lynn Wilson
And the resolution was declared adopted on this, the 14th day of January, 2021.


Ben Pitts




Taronda Goodin



Secretary




Chairman
Reports:  a) James Sanderlin presented the financial report for the month of November 2020 and the five months ending November 30, 2020.  Operating Revenues was under budget for the month by $ 7,422 and over budget for the five months by $ 79,116 with total revenue being $ 5,621823. Only two income items were significantly varied which was directly related to COVID-19.  For expense comparison variances of 5% and $5,000 was used as the model. Operating expenses for the month was under budget by $ 41,382 and under budget for the five months by $ 45,201.  Contract services-Computer/software was up due to purchasing new Telephone System. Maintenance F & E was up because of renting generators for the campus totaling $ 14,721.  Advertising and Promotions was over budget because we promoted Community Awareness and solicited new employees.  But we maintain a positive revenue over expenses for the month and the five months ending November 30, by $ 70,576, and $ 307,398 respectively.  Total expenses related to COVID-19 (March 2020 – December 2020) was $396,470.  Additional funds received from Medicaid and Care Act totaled $276,668. 
b) Ben Pitts, Hospital Director, presented the 2020 year-end summary.  There were no admits and (1) discharge during the month of December.   During 2020 there were (4) admits and (7) discharges. In 2020 GBC provided services for a monthly average of (124) in community homes; (28) in SIL; and (1) in TGH. Although many are not working at this time in the Employment Program, there remains (19) in that program. In December there were no investigations and (1) client to client incident. For 2020 there were (3) investigations with all (3) being not valid; (1) client to client incident; and (4) injuries of unknown origin. Monthly average number of employees on 2020 payroll was (259).  The month with highest count was January with (266). The average turnover percentage for 2020 was 2%.  Mr. Pitts also presented a COVID-19 summary for 2020. (May – December) (46) clients tested positives with (6) hospitalizations; (0) deaths.  
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(42) employees tested positive with (5) hospitalizations; (1) death.  Vaccines are being given to clients and staff. It is not mandatory but highly encouraged. 

Closed Session:  The closed session was table to be addressed at the next Board Meeting.
Commissioners’ Statements/Discussion: Josie Roberts announced this meeting would be her last. She served as Chairperson and Co-Chairperson numerous times during her 36 years of service on the Board of Commissioners.  G. B. Cooley thanks her for her faithful service.  She will be greatly missed.
Adjournment:  There being no further business, a motion was offered by Kenneth Wilson, seconded by Jackie Slack, and unanimously carried by the Commissioners present to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 5:25PM.
TaRonda Goodin, Chairperson


Ben Pitts, Hospital Director
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